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Intro to Pro Tools

1. Prepare the audio system for Pro Tools as follows:
a) Power up the studio as discussed in class.
b) Bring up faders 1-2 and assign them to busses 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8.
c) Bring up the busses to unity gain.
d) Bring up faders 23-31 for desired diffusion.

2. Prepare a work folder for the Pro Tools session as follows:
a) On the EMS Users drive, create a folder and name it “Larry.”
b) Open up the “Larry” folder and in it, create a folder named “Sounds.”
c) Place the soundfiles that you wish to use in your session in “Sounds.”

3. Launch Pro Tools by selecting its icon in the dock:
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4. A menu bar like the one below will appear:
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5. Create a new session as follows:
a) Select File>New Session
b) A dialog like the one below will appear:
New Session
Name the session:
Save As: PT.Larryl ’9
- EE |~ Larry ﬂ
B |awrence Fritte . | Name A1 Date Modified
€9 Network
. PeaklE41 A
) Desktop
A lawrencefritts
oA Applications 4
& Internet Explorar
NewBabhittJMT
EMS Aops
% Grab
[3] Adobe® PageMa...
TP EMsDisc. 1a
Session Parameters
Audio File Type  Sample Rate 8it Depth
AIFE %) (4a1kHz [3) @6eit
1/O Settings 24 Bit
Last Used ﬂ Fader Gain
— o ® i6de
__ Enforce Mac/PC Compatibility 0 +12dB
[ New Folder ) ( Cancel ) ( Save )

c) Save As: “PT.Larryl”

d) Where: “Larry.”

e) Audio File Type: AIFF

f) Sample Rate: 44.1 kHz

g) Bit Depth: 16 bit

h) I/O Settings, Fader Gain, Enforce Mac/PC Compatability: ignore for now.
i) Select Save.
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6. Notice the folders and file contained in the folder “Larry:”

006 L Larry ()
(<« » (e[S [ 3] [ Q- local disks
~ Name 4| DateModfied
v [ FT.larrvl Today, 448 PM
> [ Audio Files Today, 4:48 PM
= » | = Fade Filzs Today, 448 PM
5% rT.Larrvl Today, 443 'M
b | Sounds Today, 450 PM
& B) <>
S ilems, 16.71 G5 avallable %
7. After selecting Save in Step 51, an Edit Window like the one below will appear:
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8. Discussion of Shuffle, Spot, Slip, Grid.

9. Discussion of Zoom functions.

10. Discussion of tools: Magnifying Glass, Trim, I-Beam Cursor, Grabber, Scrub, Pencil.

11. Dicussion of Time Display.

12. Discussion of Transport functions.

13. Discussion of Timeline.

14. Discussion of Audio Region List and MIDI Region List.



15. To create audio tracks, do the following:
a) Select File>New Track.
b) A dialog like the one below will appear:

New Track

Create 4| new Stereo & Audio Track T]

(_ Cancel ) ( Create )

¢) Create: 4
d) New: Stereo
e) Audio Track

16. Click Create. A window like the one below will appear:
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17. Discussion of window functions.

18. Note the following for each track:
a) Track Name is Audio 1, 2,3, 4.
b) R:record
¢) S:solo
d) M: mute
e) Waveform, blocks, volume, mute, pan.
f) > selects: mini, small, medium, large, jumbo, extreme track heights.
g) Voice: dyn
h) Auto: read

19. Discussion of the i/o functions.



20. To import a soundfile into the Audio Region List, do the following:
a) Using the Audio Region List submenu, select Import Audio. Note
Track. A dialog like the one below will appear:

Import Audio
Enable: All Documents ﬂ
< »! f=(m! [ Sounds ?]
= Lawrence Fritts’ ... Name 4| Date Mocified
@ Network ALELCC.04¢-1 7425405 ‘
@ ALELCCO59-1 7/25405 E
3 Desktop ‘ ALELCC.087-1 7i25)08
4 lawrencefritts . ALELCC 088+3 7i25705
A Applications €@ Bmelel.001 722405
@ Internet Explorer " @ Bmelel.002 7j22/05
NewBabbittMT @ Bmalel. 003 7122405
EMS Apps @ bmelel.004 7422405
¢ Crab @ Bmelel D0S 742208
X Adcb ® Pagea @ Bmzlel.006 7422405
£5l Adonew Pagema... € Bmzlel.007 7422708 S
T} EMSDisc. 1a = 3
Type: AlFF Bit Dep[h: 16 ‘Al..ELCC.O"‘*-l vgusl De converted 10 be used because
Length: 0:04.747 Sample Rate: 44100Hz LSBT ox L
Size: 521.515k Channels: 2

Regions in current file
(2] ALELCC.044-1

Start 0:00,000
End: 0:04.747
Length: 0:04.747

( New Folder )

b) Select the folder “PT.Larryl”>"Sounds”. The items shown in the list are the soundfiles you wish to import.

Regions currently chosen

(2] ALELCC.044-1 Convert
Add ANl -~
( Corvertall = )
(=] |
00:00:00.000 pe—————
D Remove All Remove
(_Cancel ) ( Done )

: beware of File>Import Audio to

¢) Double-click on a soundfile to add it to the Region List. Multiple soundfiles may be added, also.
d) Discussion of file info, auditioning, converting.

e) Click Done. A dialog like the one below will appear:

Choose aFolder

Choose a destination folder

'« ' =m) [T PT.Larryl 4
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cache. wir oda
Deskt » | Fade Files Today
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P EMsDisc 1a

(_ New Folder )

(_Cancel ) ( Choose )

f) Navigate to and select “PT.Larryl”>"Audio Files” and click Choose.
g) The soundfile now appears in the Audio Region List, as shown below:
Audio

[> ALELCC.044-1 (Stereo)

h) Discussion of audio file name and stereo formats.



21. The easy way to import soundfiles is to drag and drop the files from “Larry>Sounds” onto the Pro Tools  icon
in the dock. This bypasses the import dialog, as shown in class. The imported soundfiles now appear

in the Audio Region List, as shown below.
Audio

[ ALELCC.044-1 (Stereo)
[ ALELCC.044-1.1 (Stereo)
[ ALELCC.059-1 (Stzreo)
[ ALELCC.087-1 (Steren)
> ALELCC.088+3 (Stereon)

I Bmelel.001 (Steres)

> Bmelel.002 (Stereo)

> Bmelel.003 (Stereo)

[ Bmelel 004 (Stereo)

i Bmelel 005 (Steres) |
> Bmelel.006 (Steres) ]‘
P Bmelel 007 (Sterea) |
> Bmelel.008 (Stereo)

P Bmelel.009 (Storas) ‘
> Bmelel.010 (Steres) a
P Bmelel 011 (Stereo) v

€C—— ) «» |

22. Navigate to the “Larry>PT.Larryl>Audio Files” folder and note the converted soundfiles, as shown below.

806 [ Larry =
S mj | %] [ 2 Q- loc
} Name 41 Date Modified
v [ PTlama Today, 11:42 AM
v | Audio Files Tocday, 12:15 PM
7 ALELCC.044-1.1.L Tocay, 12:15 PM
| 7 ALELCC.044-1.1.R Tocay, L2:15FM
7 ALELCC.044-1L Tocay, L1:58 AM
7 ALELCC.044-1R Tocay, 11:58 AM
7 ALELCC.O53-1.L Tocay, 12:14PM 4
7 ALELCC.059-1R Tocay, 12:14PM v
cc——————————————— > <>
43 of 137 selected, 16.23 GB available 45

23. Discussion of importing mono files. Note: putting all mono soundfiles into the Audio Files folder is the
least confusing method of importing.

24. Using the Grabber tool, drag your soundfiles into the Edit Window, as shown below:
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25. Experiment with Shuffle, Spot, Slip, Grid, Magnifying Glass, Trim, I-Beam Cursor, Grabber, Scrub, Pencil.
26. Experiment with track functions, name, solo, mute, waveform, volume, pan, track height.

27. Quit Pro Tools when you are done and have a nice day.



